CONFIDENTIAL. ] 


NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR THE 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Week ending the 3lst July 1880. 


Names of newspapers. 


Place of publication. 


Number of 
subscribers. 


BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


“Bharat Shramajivi’’ _... 
‘‘Gramvarta Prakashika’”’ 


Fortnightly. 


'“ Sansodhini ” 


‘ Purva Pratidhwani’’ 
“ Rajshahye Samvad ”’ 


Weekly. 


‘‘Ananda Bazar Patrika’”’ 

“ Arya Darpan ” 

‘¢ Bharat Mihir” 

‘‘ Bengai Advertiser ”’ 

‘“ Bardwan Sanjivani”’ 

‘‘ Dacca Prakash” 

‘‘ Education Gazette”’ 

‘‘ Hindu Hitaishini’”’ 

“ Hindu Ranjika”’ 

‘ Howrah Hitakari”’ 

‘ Medini”’ ae 
‘*Murshidabad Patriké’”’... 
“ Murshidabad Pratinidhi’”’ 
“ Navavibhakar’”’ ae 
‘ Pratikér”’ arn 
‘“ Rangpore Dik Prakash’”’ 
‘‘ Sadharani” ne 
‘‘ Sahachar”’ 

‘* Samalochak’”’ 

‘‘ Samachar Sar’”’ 

“ Som Prak4sh ’”’ 

‘‘Sulabha Samachar”’ 
“Sharad Kaumudi”’ 

“ Srihatta Prakash ”’ 
“Tripura Vaértavaha ”’ 


Tri-weekly. 
“Samachar Sudhavarshan ”’ 
Daily. 
“Samvad Prabhakar” 


‘Samvad Pirnachandrodaya”’ = 


“Samachar Chandrika”’ 
“ Banga Vidya Prakashika’’ 
‘ Prabhati”’ 


ENGLISH AND URDU. 


Weekly. 
“Urdu Guide’”’ of 


HInpt. 


Weekly. 
éé Behar Bandhu’”’ : 
“ Bharat Mitra ”’ 

$¢ Jagat Mitra 39 

“Sar Sudbanidhi ” 


PERSIAN. 
Weekly. 


|’ Jam-Jahan-numa’”’ 


le 


> -e- — 
~~ 


Calcutta 
Comercolly 


Chittagong 
Ditto 
Rajshahye 


Calcutta 

Ditto 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Bardwan 
Dacca ca 
Hooghly ees 
Dacca oe 
Beauleah, Rajshahye... 
Bethar, Howrah - 
- | Midnapore 

Berhampore 

Ditto 

Calcutta 
Berhampore 
Kakinia, Rangpore 
Chinsurah 
Calcutta 

Ditto 
Allahabad 
Calcutta 

Ditto 
Bhowanipore 
Sylhet 
Commillah 


Calcutta 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Calcutta 


... | Bankipore, Patna 
. | Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 


; 


of 1880. 


Dates of papers received and examined 


ee 


for the week. 


21st July 1880. 


20th 
23rd 
20th 


20th 
25th 
23rd 
21st 


21st 


| 9th 


23rd 
26th 


22nd 


25th 
19th 


26th 
24th 


19th 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
17th and 24th Juiy 1880. 


23rd to 26th, and 28th 
26th to 28th 
24th to 27th, and 29th and 30th ditto. 
26th to 30th 


28th and 29th 


22nd July 1880. 
22nd _ ditto. 


19th and 26th July 1880. 


23rd July 1880. 


a 


July 1880. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
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POLITICAL. 


Awampda Bazar 
PaTRixka, 
July 20th, 1889 


Tue following is the substance of an articlein the Anandg 
Patrika of the 20th July:—Human nature 
is altogether a mystery. A Hindu, who had 
grudged his parents when they were alive a morsel of food, would most pro. 
bably spend all he has in celebrating their obsequies; and it is not unusual 
to see a person spend every penny of his income to celebrate the marriage of 
the son for whose education perhaps he was not willing to pay a few rupees 
This trait is noticeable even among Hnglishmen, but in another form. The 
scope of their philanthropy is wide, and they are eager to redress the wrongs 
of humanity all over the world. It is remarkable, however, that the com. 
plaints which reach them from outsiders affect them more deeply than those 
which emanate from their own subjects and followers. Thus, at the very 
time when Sir Bartle Frere was making strenuous efforts to obtain the abo- 
ition of slavery in Zanzibar and other places, Mr. Stephen was enactine 
the new Criminal Procedure Code for taking away what yet remained of 
the political independence of the two hundred millions of this country, 
The British nation is more moved to pity by reports of famine in Persia 
and China than by actual experience of the sufferings of the poor in India, 
Ireland, or even in England. The reports of the atrocities perpetrated b 

British troops in Zululand and Afghanistan have less affected their hearts 
than the news that a Chinese ambassador had incurred the displeasure of 
his sovereign. The whole nation interested itself in his fate, and even the 
Queen herself interceded on his behalf. 


While India is being deluged with spiritous liquors (and the evil has 
been aggravated by the introduction of the outstill system by Sir Ashley 
Eden), in order that an excise revenue might be obtained by Government, 
the members of the British Parliament are much exercised in their minds 
regarding the iniquity of the trade which the Government of India carries 
on with China. Reference is here made to the debate which recently took 
place in Parliament on this subject, and the Editor concludes by observing 
that it is not clear why, for the financial exigencies of the Government of 
India, China should be required to use Indian opium. What code of ethics 
has taught the rulers the argument that, because China must, to satisfy her 
wants, necessarily export the drug from elsewhere, there is no harm in India 
supplying her with it? As well might a robber justify his acts by pleading 
necessity, and a murderer by remarking that the person whom he had 
murdered would have certainly died some day, though not by his hands. 
The British Government can reduce the public expenditure in India by half if 


only it wishes to do so; it can therefore easily discontinue the inequitable 
trade in opium. 
SaDHARANI, 


July S6th, 1000, 2. The Sddhdrani, of the ce July, thus concludes an oy" on . 
a ee proclamation of Abdur Rahman as Amir 0 

Pane eee ee Teen ee Cabul:—From the failure of Government to 
produce any proofs of the guilt of Yakub Khan—proofs which alone could 
justify the rigorous treatment to which he is being subjected—one 1s com- 
pelled to infer that no such evidence actually exists. The whole native press 
and a most powerful section of the Anglo-Indian and English newspapers, 
in the meanwhile, have urged his reinstatement on the throne of his fore- 
fathers. The British Government, however, in utter disregard of native 28 
well as English public opinion, and of the counsels of a just and sound 
liberal policy, has conferred the Amirate on Abdur Rahman. We are not 


sorry that our advice has not been followed, and shall be glad if time 
justifies the action of the rulers. 


Bazar 
Government monopoly in opium. 


[ea 


g The Dacca Prakash, after describing the state of affairs in 
Afghanistan, asks Lord Ripon to make a 
_ settlement as speedily as possible. It is time the 
the Liberals should fulfil their promises and manfully do their duty. Indin 
eannot much longer stand the financial drain caused by this war. 


4, The Som Prakash, of the 26th July, writes a long editorial head- 
what may India expect from ed “How much can India expect from 
Mr. Gladstone Mr. Gladstone? ” The substance of the Editor’s 
observations may be thus stated :—A change is always agreeable, and thus, 
ghen the Conservatives were turned out of office to make room for the 
Liberals, the feeling of the public was one of relief and gratification. The 
ouths of India, however, were unduly elated at the change. The character 
and abilities of Mr. Gladstone are, however, such that they do not lead one 
to expect that under his administration much good will accrue to this 
country. Mr. Gladstone is indeed a man of liberal views, but he is liable to 
be carried away by his emotions. Although the leader of the Liberal party, 
itis doubtful whether the Liberals follow him with that obedience which 
Lord Beaconsfield commands from his adherents. He is not so large- 
hearted, resolute, or cool-headed “as Pitt, Palmerstone, or Stanley. He 
makes an invidious distinction between Christians and non-Christians, witness 
the part he took during the civil war in America and the late Russo-Turkish 
war. Of course, if he honestly desires to confer benefits upon the 
people of India, he can easily do so. India offers an extensive field for 
the exercise of the talents of really clever and conscientious rulers. There 
are many privileges which are denied to the people of this country. They 
have never been viewed by Government in the same light as the Europeans. 
In the matter of appointment to the public service, natives have not been 
yet placed on a footing of equality with men of the ruling race. There 
has been long and elaborate correspondence carried on for years on this 
subject, some of the highest authorities have expressed themselves in favour 
ot the elevation of natives to high offices in the State, and yet almost nothing 


has _ of it. Will Mr. Gladstone now fulfil the expectations of the 
people ! 


PusBLic ADMINISTRATION. 


9. The Murshiddbdd Patrikd, of the 9th July, received in this office 
on the 28th instant, describes the extremely 
unhealthy condition of Samskar, a village 
about six miles distant from Berhampore. The inhabitants are mostly day- 
labourers and agriculturists, and the total number of families is not larger 
than one hundred. Of these, no less than 140 are already laid up with fever, 
while fifteen deaths have occurred in a short time. Government is asked 
lo send prompt medical aid. 


6. A “respectable” person, writing to the same paper, refers to the 

~ | increasing depredations of wild beasts in 
shahye. 2 Act in Maldah and Raj- Maldah and portions of Rajshahye since the 
The w: Arms Act was introduced into these places. 
he villages under Godagari thana, in Rajshahye, and the whole district of 
Maldah, particularly the villages of Gopalpore, Moheshpore, Gobindpore, 
Nabati, and in the Nawabgunge division, Gopinathpore, Palsé, and Jhikan, 
‘re infested by man-eating tigers and wild boars. Nota few deaths have 
dlready taken place. The inhabitants have been disarmed and cultivation is 


An unhealthy village in Berhampore. 


ta standstill, The writer asks Government to allow the villagers the use — 


‘Tsome guns for the protection of their persons and crops. 


Dacca PaaxassH, 
July 26th, 1880. 


Som PrakasH, 
July 26th, 1880. 


MURSAIDABAD 
PR,TINIDHI, 


July Oth, 1880. 


M uURSHIDABAD 
PaTRIKa. 


Tartpura VaRTavVaba, 
July 17th, 1880. 


SaHAacHar, 
July 19th, 1880. 


SABACHAR. 
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7. We give below the substance of an article in the TZripurd¢ Vért(- 
vaha, of the 17th July, on the revision of 
Revision of the Munsifis in Tip- Munsifis in Tipperah :—The proposal 1, 
_ have only three Munsifisin the district for 
the adjadication of suits in which questions of right are involved, ang 
to depute a Munsif to each thana to decide rent cases and small cays 
court cases, if carried out, will be asource of inconvenience both to suitor 
and the officers themselves. In Kusbah suits involving questions of rich 
are of an extremely complicated nature and take up the greater 
portion of the time of a Munsif. If these were transferred from the local 
Munsifi, mere rent cases and small cause court suits would not be enough 
to engage the whole attention of a Munsif; but if, on the other hand 
to increase the amount of work in Kusbah were any object with the authori- 
ties, Simrail and other villages, which are now conveniently placed under the 
Brahmunberiah Munsifi, might be transferred to the jurisdiction of the 
Munsif cf Kusbah. This, however, would cause great inconvenience to 
the inhabitants, because the latter place is situated at a great distance from 
their homes; and would, moreover, so reduce the amount of work in Brah- 
munberiah that it would not keep a Munsif fully occupied there. That 
Munsifi has now three Munsifs, where it should only have one. Gouri- 
pura, again, would not require the services of a Munsif if suits involving 
questions of right could no longer be heard there. The Munsif of 
Muradnagar, again, is weighted with over-work. ‘There does not appear to 
be any necessity for establishing a Munsifi at Daudkandi, if the southern 
half of the thana is to be transferred to Hajigunj, nor are two Munsifs 
required for Chandpore and this latter thana. It does not, moreover, seem 
advisable to increase the local jurisdiction of the Laksham Munsifi, which 
is very inconveniently situated in an extremely unhealthy locality. 
8. The work, says the Sehachar, of the 19th July, of the Viceroy of 
ie India is of a peculiarly difficult and onerous 
— | nature, and it cannot be expected that every 
Viceroy will meet with success in performing it. The people of this coun- 
try only ask that he should labour for their benefit, and even if his efforts 
in this direction prove injurious in practice, their loyalty will remain as 
strong as ever. That Lord Lytton became so unpopular with the whole 
civilized world was due to the fact that, far from making any such 
efforts, he, on the contrary, knowingly adopted measures which were 
calculated to injure the people of India. Coming after Lord Lytton, 
Lord Ripon will have to modify, and even to reverse many of his 
predecessor’s acts. ‘There can therefore be no doubt that it will be 
extremely difficult for him to discharge, to the satisfaction of all parties, 
the duties of his office. Lord Ripon has been but a few days in this country, 
and it would be yet premature to offer any remarks upon his administration. 
It is possible, owing to the force of circumstances and the unwise acts 
of his predecessor, he may find it necessary to give up the policy which he 
may have resolved to follow. But this we are prepared to say, that, from the 
few comparatively unimportant acts which His Excellency is reported to 
have done at Simla, the impression is gaining ground that Lord Ripon will 
prove an impartial ruler. Reference is then made to an order, which 1s said 
to have been issued by His Excellency, to the effect that the drinking-water 
available at Simla should not be used in watering the streets, thus depriving 
the poor of its use; to his directing the police not to drive the beggars 
from the streets on the occasion of any high Government official using them; 
and, lastly, to his expressed dislike of Simla. 
J. Referring to the Nairns case, the same paper asks Government 
: Sailors not to be allowed to go to make an order prohibiting the sailors in 
. the port and other Europeans from going about 


le, 


the streets of the city armed with weapons. It is strange that, while the 
people of the country have been so disarmed that they are powerless against 
the ravages of wild beasts, the sailors can freely go about armed. 
10. The duanda Bazar Patrikd, of the 20th July, publishes, what 
coremment report on the malarious It alleges to be, the report submitted by Sir 
fever. . Ashley Eden to the Government of India on 
the malarious fever which prevails in Bengal. We give the substance :—It 
3 about twenty-five years since the malarious fever first broke out in 
Bengal. Whatever be the particular locality where it first made its appear- 
ance, it is notorious that it has depopulated many parts of Bengal. Efforts 
have long been made to find out the cause of this disease. Dr. Elliot, who 
was first appointed by Government to investigate the subject, after much 
reading arrived at the conclusion, which he embodied in his report, that the 
fever was due to the prevalence of bamboos and ashshaora (Zrophis Aspera) in 
the villages of this country. On the receipt of his report a crusade was 
declared against these trees. The people protested, butin vain. But, 
although Dr. Elliot’s labours cost Government a large sum, and the trees 
objected to were destroyed, the fever did not abate, nay rather increased 
in severity. Another doctor was now set to the task, who, not confining his 
researches to books, visited the afflicted spots and submitted his report. 
This time it was the castor-plant (Ricinus communis) which was declared 
to be objectionable, and forthwith an order went out for the destruction of 
the plant all over the province. The fever, however, continued to rage 
unabated. Rajah Digambar Mitra then enunciated his theory of subsoil 
humidity, and sought to establish his position by means of proofs. This 
theory has now been investigated for the last few years, but medical men are 
not agreed as to its soundness. Dr. Mackenzie believes that the poverty 
of the people is answerable for the prevalence of the fever, but his view of 
the matter is never to be entertained, seeing that none but fools could ever 
believe that there was poverty under the British Government. Dr. Coates, 
while he does not agree with the views of the late Rajah Digambar Mitra 
on this subject, surmises that to the filth, which the villagers suffer to be 
accumulated round their houses, is the disease mainly traceable. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is not, however, sure that this is the right theory of 
fever-causation. There are many other theories. Thus, one attributes the 
prevalence of the fever to the oppressions of the zemindars. There is some 
ruth in this statement, because a class which could utter falsehoods, forge, 
tun, and even sometimes murder their tenants, might not improbably 
be the primary cause of this epidemic. The zemindars, however, defend 
themselves on two grounds, namely, that landlords and tenants are equally 
liable to the disease, and that it prevails even in places where the oppres- 
ions of the zemindars are not known. Now the fever breaks out even in 
the zemindaries of indigo planters, where, it is well-known, there are 
NO oppressions. Others, again, there are who attribute the prevalence 
of this scourge to the rigorous system of administration introduced into this 
Country by the British Government. These men would seem to be more 
‘lupid than even Dr. Mackenzie. The above account will convince the 
authorities thatthe cause of the fever has not yet been discovered. There 
may be only two causes of the failure—first, that those that were set to 
ilvestigate the subject were not competent to deal with it; and, second, 
that there is no such thing as a malarious fever in this country. Who can 
termine the cause of a thing that is not? Now it cannot be said that 
‘ able men were set to enquire into the origin of the fever, or that 
: 's. Elliot, Mackenzie, and Coates are not able men. The second supposition 
gradually obtaining confirmation. Few of the Judges, Magistrates, Rajas, 
i Bahadurs, or others who come to visit the Lieutenant-Governor, have 


Anwampda Bazar 
PaTRIKA, 


July 20th, 1880. 


Borpwawn SAansIvasy!, 
July 20th, 1880. 


BucRDWAR SARJIVARI. 


Brapat Mrmr, 
July 20th, 1880. 


Maptwr, 
July 2lst, 1880. 


Arya Darpan, 
July 23rd, 1&so. 
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ever suffered from the disease in question. The fact appears to be that 
the malarious fever has been invented by the Bengalis only to cause trouble 
to the Government. The Lieutenant-Governor does not know whether the 
reports regarding the decimation of the people caused by the fever posgesg 
any truth. But Bengalis, who have dwelt upon the ability of those 
earning Rs. 50 a year to pay the license-tax, who believe that the 
European officials in this country do not pay any taxes to Government, who 
state that there are to be found men of respectibility and education among 
Editors of vernacular newspapers, and who take almost every occasion to call 
meetings against Government, are capable of doing anything. The Lieuten- 
ant-Governor is of opinion that there is no malarious fever in this coun- 
try, and he has therefore set himself gradually to abolish the hospitals which 
exist therein. 

Lord Lytton was exceedingly pleased to read this report, and remarked 
that, if the reasoning by which Sir Ashley Eden had arrived at the con- 
clusion that there was no malarious fever in Bengal had been made uss of 
by Sir Richard Temple and the Duke of Buckingham to show that there 
was never any famine in Bombay and Madras, a great saving would have 
accrued to Government. Sir Ashley Eden is a remarkably clever man, and | 
if there should again be any famine in India, he should be entrusted with 
the duty of administering relief. 

11. The Bardwan Sanjtvant, of the 20th July, contains a long article 

i i i on the fearful prevalence of robberies in the 

es district of Burdwan for the last few months 

and the utter inefficiency of the local police. Hardly a week passes without 

witnessing half a dozen cases of theft in the town of Burdwan itself. The 

state of things in the interior is really fearful to contemplate. How long 

is this to continue? In the meantime the inhabitants are utterly dis- 
satisfied with the costly police of the district. 

12. A correspondent of the same paper writes to say that the esta- 

i i blishment of a distillery at Hurwa in Bussir- 

ey : hat has considerably cheapened liquor in 

that place. A bottle of it may be had for eightannas. There are now to be 
found in this place many drunkards, where formerly there was none. 

13. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 20th July, expresses sympathy with the 

Education in India and the reesta. forts which are being made by the people 
blishment of the Delhi College and of Delhi and Gowhatty to re-establish the 
ine Pomaty Sng Tene. college, in the former place and the zillah 
school in the latter, and earnestly hopes that Lord Ripon will grant their 
prayers. ‘The Editor takes the occasion to remark that, although the spread 
of primary education in this country is necessary to secure the improvement 
of the masses, still it is not advisable to promote this primary at the 
expense of high education, a desire which has now for some years pas! 
found a place in the minds of the rulers. The latter, however, would seem 
to labour under a great mistake in this matter. Properly speaking; high 
education, in the sense of education of the higher classes of the native 
society, has not yet begun in this country. It is only the sons of the 
eer classes who fill the colleges and schools and obtain University 
1onours, ’ 

14. The Medint, of the 21st July, contains a review of Lord Lytton’ 

il ai administration. The chief public acts ae 

. Lord Lytton are enumerated and commen 
upon. Particular reference is made to the Afghan war. 

15. The Arya Darpan, of the 28rd July, draws the attention of we 

Thind-class passengers on Indian @Uthorities of the several Railway ot 
pris ia panies in this country to the hardship 
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‘aconvenience to which passengers travelling in third-class carriages are 
subjected, owing to the wretched condition of the waiting-rooms allotted for 
their use at the several stations, and to the absence of water-closets in 
carriages used by them. The waiting rooms are not furnished with any seats. 


16. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 24th July, remarks that Sir John 
Strachey is only making matters worse by 
attempting to account for the error which has 
occurred in the budget. He has failed to transfer the blame to the shoulders 
of the Military Department. It would appear that either he has no clear idea 
of responsibility, or that he is not fit for the post of Finance Minister to the 
Government of India. 


gir John Strachey’s explanation. 


17. The same paper refers to the report that the Car of Jaganath at 


Pooree was not drawn on the appointed day, 
owing to some interference on the part of the 
local authorities. This has caused deep disappointment. Sir Ashley Eden 
is asked to make a searching enquiry into this matter. 


18. The Zpura Vartdvaha, of the 24th July, refers to the difficulty 

sas coitiiads Haak tes tell of obtaining a sufficiently large number of 
cruiting for the Indian army. : : ‘ 

recruits for the Indian army at the present time. 

The military service, it would seem, has lost its attractions for the Indian 

soldier. ‘The true cause of this state of things is to be found in the small- 

ness of the pay Which is allowed to a sepoy, and, secondly, to a general dete- 

roration of physique and love of luxury among those classes from which 

recruits for the native army have been hitherto obtained. The remedy, of 


course, is to offer higher pay to the native soldier and establish military 
schools in the country. 


19. The same paper remarks that it would have been better if, 
The Deputy Magistrate of Ranaghat instead of degrading him, the Lieutenant- 
and Babu Shyémécharan Sanyal. Governor had dismissed Babu Chandra 
Sikhar Banerji, the Deputy Magistrate of Ranaghat, from the public service. 
The fair fame of the British Government should not have been allowed to 
suffer through the lawless acts of an unprincipled executive officer. There 
are to be found many of his stamp among the executive officers in the 
mofussil, who act in defiance of all law and morality. It is these men who 
bring disgrace upon British rvie, and Government cannot too soon dis- 
pense with their services. There are in the mofussil many Kirkwoods and 
Chandra Sikhars, but few Lalchands and Shyamacharans. 


20. The Sddhdrant, of the 25th July, after dwelling on the history of 
She aie Wanibisinbins ass the Hon’ble Syud Ahmad’s Vaecination Bill, 
; lately passed into law, remarks that, whatever 
his motive, the hon’ble mover has not in this matter acted wisely. The 
provision regarding compulsory vaccination will create a needless discontent 
= the country. -There is, indeed, the provision that, before the measure 
8 introduced into any place, it is necessary that the opinion of the majority 
should be in its favour, and the objections of the minority carefully considered, 
ut It is easy to see how this will be carried out in practice. If itis once known 
that the Magistrate is desirous to introduce the measure into any locality, it 
will not be difficult for his adherents to obtain a number of petitions in support 
of his view. Who would there, again, be to reconsider his decision, if he were 
0 characterize the objections of the opposing minority as futile? So that 
Just.as the Act has now been passed in opposition to the wishes of the 
Majority of the people in this country, its enforcement in any place may also 
Come against the wishes of the inhabitants thereof. Already many are 
°pposed to vaccination, and if rendered compulsory, it is likely to be regarded 
“Sn interference with their religious practices. | 


The Car festival in Pooree. 
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NAaVAVIBHAKAR, 
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N aVAVIBHAKAB. 
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1. The same paper suggests that the able and experienced De 
' iy Magistrate, Babu Bankim Chandra Chatter? 
should be selected to fill the vacant office of 
Vice-Chairman of the District Road Cess Committee of Hooghly, or the 
similar office in connection with the local municipality. Government woul 
but gratify the wishes of the rate-payers if this was done. 
99. The Som Prakdsh, of the 26th July, is gratified to notice that 
in his minute on the error in the budget, 
Sir John has candidly explained the finap- 
cial position of the Government of India and has not resorted to any 
artifice for justifying himself. The system of keeping the accounts has been 
found fault with, but this does not absolve Government from responsiblity. 
What is required is that there should be appointed a standing Committee 
for the supervision of the finances of the Indian Government. 
93. The same paper questions the efficiency of vaccination as a pre- 
, oe vention of small-pox, and asks Government to 
er try inoculation as a substitute for it. The 
only thing which is required in this connection is that the operation should 
be carried on by experienced men. ) 
24. A correspondent of the same paper dwells upon the usefulness 
of the charitable dispensary at Chandrakona, 
ara’, charitable dispensary st Chan- which has now been in existence for about 
eight years. It has during this time been the 
means of saving many from the deadly effects of the malarious fever. The 
present state of the institution is pitiable, owing to the poverty of the 
inhabitants who cannot maintain it any longer. The Deputy Magistrate 
of the Ghatal sub-division has recently asked the local municipality to 
provide for its permanent maintenance; but this is beyond their powers. 
Government is therefore asked to do this. | 
25. The Naravibhdkar, of the 26th July, directs the attention of the 
: _ Lieutenant-Governor to the irregular way in 
Pe gy of the Suburban Muni- which business is done by the Commissioners 
of the Suburban Municipality. It is well 
known that His Honor had refused to grant an increase of pay to the Vice- 
Chairman, Mr. Sterndale, but the Commissioners were surprised to find, at a 
late meeting, that the increase had been sanctioned. This was quite 
inexplicable. One of the Commissioners called for the papers, but they were 
not produced, on the ground that the whole correspondence on this subject 
had been addressed to the Magistrate and not to the Chairman. ‘he 
conduct of Mr. Beadon js both strange and unsatisfactory. 
26. The same paper notices with gratification the efforts of Govern- 
ini as ment to bring about a satisfactory settlement 
homestead lands >” “°° % ~—s between the landlords and tenants respecting 
their mutual rights, and takes the occasion 
to refer to one question which calls for solution. Now, it is well known that 
twelve years’ possession of a tenure gives a man the right of occupancy 
thereto. This was the rule which regulated all questions of occupancy, 
both as regards arable and homestead lands, until a decision of Mr. Justice 
Phear introduced an element of uncertainty into this subject. He decided 
that, in the case of homestead lands, a mourasi lease, and not merely the 
fact of twelve years’ possession, was required to establish the right of 
occupancy. Since that time different Judges have passed different decisions 
of a conflicting character, and there has been no consistency or certainty 
in this matter. The result has been that a great deal of hardship has been 
caused to many who have built masonry houses on homestead lands which 
have been in their possession for many years. It is well known 
with what tenacity a Bengali clings to his homestead, and his feelings 
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therefore, if he should ever be ejected from it, may be easily imagined. 
The Editor, in conclusion, asks the Legislature to lay down the terms 
which, and the period of occupancy which, may confer on a tenant the 
right of occupancy to a homestead. 

97. The same paper regards the action of Mr. Croft towards the 

/ School Book Society as quite unjustifiable. 
The school Book Society and Ho it would seem, was resolved upon its ruin. 
_ The appointment of Mr. Brown, a_book- 
seller, who attends to his private work more than to the interests of the 
Society, has been exceedingly injudicious, and could only have been dictated 
by an undue favouritism. He has laboured to abolish the Society when, as 
its president, he should have endeavoured to correct the abuses which had 
crept into the management. 

28. The same paper comments at length on the system of trying 
Kuropean offenders which obtains in this 
country. A distinction is made even in law 
between them and native culprits. Section 72 
of the Criminal Procedure Code expressly provides for the trial of a 
European offender by a European Judge. This fact is enough to account 
for the distrust of natives in the administration of justice in those cases in 
which a European is implicated. 


Administration of justice by Euro- 
peans. 
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